Golden Goa
Yet he began at once to cast about ho\y he might obtain the ear of
influential persons.
Inquiring whether any fellow countrymen lived in Lisbon, he
was delighted to learn that the Queen of Portugal's physician was
French and, moreover, that he was popular with the grandees of
the Court. He appealed to him at once, begging his protection,
which he gave 'in the most obliging manner in the World, offer-
ing not only his interest in all things which lay in his power, but
also his Purse and his Table, where he did me the honour to give
me a place, enchained as I was, whensoever Liberty of going to
him was granted me'. Here again we have the human element
mitigating the barbarity of the law, which had lagged behind the
best public opinion.
All this was pleasant enough, but it did not produce immedi-
ately any practical result. The Queen was approached but appar-
ently nothing could be done at the moment. Dellon also wrote to
his relations in France, acquainting them for the first time with his
situation and beseeching them to use what interest they possessed.
Later, on the advice of his friend, the Court Physician, he pre-
sented a petition to the Inquisition of Lisbon, setting out his case
and asking for a reduction of sentence. But no answer was given,
though he sent several reminders. Eventually he learned that a
new Grand Inquisitor had only recently been appointed and had
not yet taken up his residence.
Three months passed. Then towards Holy Week, 1677, the
Grand Inquisitor arrived. But during the Easter celebrations no
official business was done, and it was not until after Quasimodo
Sunday that the Tribunal opened. Whereupon Dellon. immedi-
ately presented a fresh petition, which reached Dom Verissimo de
Lancastre, such being the Grand Inquisitor's name, and to which
he gave answer that he could not believe what was stated in it,
'there being no appearance that they would have condemned a
man to serve 5 years in the Gallies for matters of so little conse-
quence5.
Dellon then wrote entreating him to read his process, for it
seems that a copy of the proceedings relating to his condemnation
in Goa had been forwarded with him. On this application the
secretariat of the Inquisition noted that, as no appeal lay from a
decision by the Grand Inquisitor of Goa, his status being equal to
that of the Grand Inquisitor at Lisbon, it would be improper,
indeed illegal, to review the process.	•
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